CALIFORNIAN SUMMER

universal scene. As a scientist by training, and only through
avid and various study any sort of scholar, I could enjoy
walking on the sunny campus with the thought of all in life
and learning that it had to offer. Here a library filled with
the treasures of Europe, there a splendidly equipped technical
college, and again an institute or a clubhouse or a research
laboratory, would repay a visit of hours in company with
some specialist in his profession. The wealth of endowment
they represented was in itself hugely impressive ; for if
industry gives so much to thought, there must surely be a
return in planning and service. But I wanted to know also
who were the students and what was their background;
how they came about, rather than how much they knew ;
why it was that university women, who with us in Europe
increase in such numbers the legion of the frustrated, seem
to find their American place in a profession or in marriage
with such confidence and ease ; what these college boys and
girls mean collectively to the rest of the world in which
they live ; and whether in fact this Western civilization has
made progress toward solving the problem of the separation
between culture and chaotic life. In this year 1932 we were
all thinking ahead, if we had any ideas at all about the planet
on which we lived. The shadows of ignorance in high
places were falling across the scene, soon to grow into dark-
ness like that of racial nationalism. Would the college boys
and girls be educated and resolved enough to combat this
ignorance, or would they be drawn into the inert mass of
their fellows and accept the patriot philosophy readiest to
hand ? No, these are not speculations after die event. I
remember well the discussion of them with what we should
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